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SERMON VIL. 
On Cotossians iii. 20: 
Children, obey your Parents in all Things. 


T has been a fubject of controverfy.for many years; 
Whether there are any innate principles in the 
mind of man? But it is allowed on all hands, if there 
be any practical principles naturally implanted i in. the 
foul, that “‘ we ought to honour our parents,” will claim 
this character almoft before any other. It is enume- 
rated among thofe univerfal principles by the moft an- 
cient authors, and is undoubtedly found even among, 
favages, in the moft barbarous nations: We may trace 
it through all the extent of Europe and Afia, through 
the wilds of Afric, and the forefts of America. And 
it is not lefs, but more obfervable, in the moft civiliz- 
ed nations. So it was, firft in the ealtern parts of the 
world, which were for fo many ages the feat of em- 
pire, of learning and politenefs, as well as of religion: 
So it was afterwards, in all the Grecian ftates, and 
throughout the whole Roman empire. In this refpeét 
it is plain, they that bave not the written law, are a 
law unto themfelves; fhewing te work (the fubftance) 
of the law to be written in ther hearts. 

2. And wherever God has revealed his will to man, this 
law has been a part of that revelation. It has been herein 
opened afrefh, confiderably enlarged and enforced in the 
ftrongeft manner. In the Jewifh revelation, the notoriovis 
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breakers thereof were punifhable with'death. And this 
was one of the laws which our bleffed Lord did not come 
to deftroy, but to fulfil. Accordingly he feverely reprov- 
ed the icribes and pharifees, f aking it void through 
their traditions: clearly fhewifig, that the obligation 
thereof extended to all ages. Itis the fubftance of this 
which St. Paul delivers to the Ephefians (chap. 6. ver. 
1.) Children, obey your parents in the Lord: and again 
in thofe words to the Colofians, Children, obey | your pa- 
rents in all things. 

. It is obfervable, that the apoftle enforces this duty 
bya ‘three-fold encouragement : Firlt, to the Ephefians he 
adds, For this is right: it is an inftance of jullice as well 
as mercy. It is no more than their due: it is what we 
owe to them, for the very being which we have recciv- 
ed from them. Secondly, This is acceptable to the Lord: 
it is peculiarly pleafing to the great Father of men and 
angeis, that we fhould pay honour and obedience to 
the father of our flefh. Thirdly, It is the firft command- 
ment with promife ; the firft to the performance where- 
of a peculiar promife is annexed, that it may be well 
with thee, and that thy days may be long in the land 
which the Lord thy Ged giveth thee. This promife has 
been generally underftood, to include health and tem- 
poral bleflings as well as long life. And we have feen 
innumerable proofs that it belongs to the Chriftian as 
well as the Jewith difpenfation: many remarkable in- 
ftances of its accomplithment occur even at this day. 

But what is the meaning of thele words, Children, 
ebey your parents in all things. I willendeavour, by the 
afliftance of -God, firft to explain, and then to apply, 
them. 
| L. 1. Birft, I will endeavour to explain thefe words; 
| and the rather, becaufe fo few people feem to under- 
ftand them. Look round into the world, not the hea- 
then, but the chriftian world, nay the reformed part 
of it. Look among thofe that have the fcriptures im 
their own tongue: and who is there that appears even 
to have heard of this? Here and there a child obeys 
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the parent,out of fear, or perhaps out of natural affec- 
tion. But how many children can you find rhat obey 
their fathers and mothers, out of a fenfe of duty to 
God? And how manyg§arents can you find, that duly 
inculcate this duty up@@@their children? I doubt, a vait 
majority both of parefjts and chiidren are totally i igno- 
rant of the whole affaif. For the fake of thefe, 1 will 
make it as plain as 1 can: but {till 1 am thoroughly 
fenfible, thoie that are not willing to be convinced, will 
no more underftand what I fay, than if I was talking 
Greek or Hebrew. 

2. You will eafily obferve, that by parents the apoftle 
means both fathers and mothers, as he refers us to the 
fifth commandment, which names both the one and 
the other. And however human laws may vary here- 
in, the law of God makes no difference ; .but lays us 
under the fame obligation of obeying bogh the one and 
the other. 

3. But before we confider, How we are to obey our 
parents, it may be inquired, how long we are to obey 
them? Are children to obey, only till they run lone? 
Till they go to fchool? Till they can read and -:ite? 
Or till they are as tail as their parents ? Or, attain to 
years of difcretion? Nay, if they obey only becaufe 
they cannot help it, only becaufe they fear to be beat- 
en, or becaufe otherwife they cannot procure food and 
raiment, what avails fuch obedience? ‘Thofe only who 
obey their parents, when they can live withqut them, 
and when they neither hope nor fear any thing from 
them, fhall have praife from God. 

4. * But is a man that is at age, or 2 woman that 
is married, under any farther obligation to obey their 
parents?” With regard to marriage, although it is true 
that a man is to leave father and mother, “and cleave 
unto his wife; and by parity of reafon, fhe is to leave 
father and mother and cleave unto her hufband: (in 
confequence of which there may be fome particular 
¢afes wherein conjugal duty mult take place of filial) 
vet I cannot learn either from feripture or reafon, 
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that marriage either cancels or leffens the general obli- 
gation of filial duty. Much lefs does it appear, that 
it is either cancelled or lefiened by our having lived one 
and twetity years. I never undgrftood it fo, in my own 
cafe. When I had lived up of thirty years I look. 
ed upon myfelf to ftand jult in the fame relation to my 
father as I did when I was ten years old. And when 
I was between forty and fifty, I judged myfelf full as 
much obliged to obey my mother in every thing law. 
ful, as I did when I was in my hanging fleeve coat. 

5- But what is implied in, Children, obey your parents 
in all things? Certainly the firft point of obedience is 
to do nothing which your father or mother forbids, 
whether it be great or fmall. Nothing is more plain, 
than that the prohibition of a parent binds every con- 
fcientious child: that is, except the thing prohibited, 
is clearly enjoined of God. Nor indeed ‘is this all: the 
matter may be carried a little farther ftill. A tender 
parent may totally difapprove what he does not care fiat- 
ly to forbid. What is the duty of a child in this cale? 
How far is that difapprobation to be regarded? Whe- 
ther it be equivalent to a prohibition or not, a perfon 
who would have a confcience void of offence, fhould 
undoubtedly keep on the fafe fide, and avoid what may 
perhaps be evil. It is furely the more excellent way, 
to do nothing which you know your parents difapprove. 
To act otherwife feems to imply a degree of difobedi- 
ence, which one of a tender confcience would wilh to 
avoid. 

6. The fecond thing implied in this direction is, Do 
every thing which your dais or mother bids, be it 
great or {mall, provided it be not contrary to any com- 
mand of God. Herein God has given a power to parents, 
which even fovereign princes have not. The king of 
England, for inftance, is a fovereign prince: yet he 
has not power to bid me do the leaft thing, unlefs the 
taw of the land requires me fo to do: for he has no pow: 
er but to execute the law. The will of the king is no 
law to the fubject. But, the will of the parent is a law 
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to the child: who is bound in confcience to fubmit 
thereto, unlefs it be contrary to the law of God. 

7. It is with admirable wifdom, that the Father of 
jpirits has given this direction, that the {trength of the 
parents fupplies the want of ftrength, and the under- 
{tanding of the parents the want of underftanding in 
their children, till they have ftrength and underftand- 
ing of their own, fo the will of the parents fhould 
guide that of their children, till they have wildom and 
experience to guide themfelves. This, therefore, is the 
very firft thing, which children have to learn. That 
they are to obey their parents, to fubmit to their will in 
all things: and this they may be inured to, long before 
they underftand the reafon of it. And indeed long be- 
fore they are capable of underftanding any of the prin- 
ciples of religion. Accordingly St. Paul direés all 
parents to bring up their children in the difcipline and 
dorine of the Lord. For their will may be broke by 
proper difcipline, even in their early infancy; whereas 
it muft be a confiderable time after, before they are 
capable of inftruction. This therefore is the firft point 
of all: bow down their wills from the very firft dawn 
of reafon: and by habituating them to your will, pre- 
pare them for fubmitting to the will of their Father 
which is in heaven. 

8. But how few children do we find, even of fix or 
eight years old, that underftand any thing of this? In- 
deed how fhould they underitand it, feeing they have 
none to teach them? Are not their parents, father as 
well as mother, full as ignorant of the matter as them- 
felves? Whom do you find, even among religious peo- 
ple, that have the leaft conception of it? Have not you 
icen the proof of it with your,own eyes? Have not 
you been prefent, when a father or mother has faid, 
** My child, do fo or fof” Yhe child without any ce- 
remony, anfwered peremptorily, ‘* I won’t.’’ And the 
parent quickly pafles it by, without any further notice. 
And does he or fhe not fee, that by this cruel indul- 
gence, they are training up their child, by flat rebel- 
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lion againit their parents, to rebellion again{t God? 
C onfequently they are training him up for the everiaft. 
ing fire. prepared for the devil and his angels! Did they 
duly confider this, they would neither eat, nor drink, 
nor fleep, till they had taught him a better leffon, and 
made him thoroughly afraid of ever giving that diabol- 
ical aniwer again. 
g. Let me reafon this cafe a little farther, with you 
parents that fear God. If you do fear 4c how dare 
ou fuffer a child above a year old to fay, I will do, what 
you forbid ; or J qwon’t do what you bid, and to go un. 
punifhed ? Why do not you ftop him at once, that he 
may never dare to fay fo again? Have you no bowels, 
no compaffion for your child? No regard for his fal. 
vation or deftruction? Would you fufter him to curfe 
or fwear in your prefence, and take.no notice of it! 
Why difobedience is as certain a way to damnation as 
curfing and fwearing. Stop him, ftop him at frit, in 
the name of God. Do not fpare the rod, and fpoil the 


child. lf you have not the heart of a tyger, do not 
give up your child to his own will, that is, to the devil, 
Though it be pain to yourfell, re pluck your offspring 
out of the Hion’s teeth. Make them fubmit, that they 


may not perifh. Break their will, t that you may fave 
their foul. 

10. I cannot tell how to enforce this point fufficient- 
ly. To fix it upon your minds more {i rongly, pee 
me to add part of a letter on the fubject, printed fome 
years ago. 

<¢ In order to form the minds of children, the firft 
thing to be done, is to conquer their will. ‘Yo inform 
their underftanding is a work of time, and mutt pro- 
ceed by flow degrees: but the fubjecting the will is a 
thing which muit be done at once: and the fooner 
the better. For, by our neglecting timely correction, 
they contrac a ftubbornnefs, which is hardly ever to be 
conquered ; and never without ufing that feverity, which 
would be as painful to us as to the children. yen 
fore, 1 call thofe cruel parents, who pais for kind an 
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indulgent, who permit their children to contract habits 
which they know mutt be afterwards broken, 

« | infift upon conquering the wills of children be- 
times ; becaufe this is the only foundation for a religi- 
ous education. When this is thoroughly done, then a 
child is capable of being governed by the reafon of its 
parent, till its own underitanding comes to maturity. 

« ] cannot yet difmifs this fubject. As felf-will is the 
root of all fin and mifery, fo whatever cherifhes this 
in children, infures their after-wretchednefs and irre- 
ligion ; and whatever checks and mortifies it, promotes 
their future happinefs and piety. This is {till more 
evident, if we confider that religion is nothing elfe but 
the doing the will of God, and not our own: and that 
felf-will being the grand. impediment to our temporal 
and eternal happinefs, no indulgence of it can be trivi- 
al; no denial of it unprofitable. Heaven or hell de- 
pends on this alone. So that the parent who ftudies to 
fubdue it in his children, works together with God in 
the faving of a foul: the parent who indulges it, does 
the devil’s work, makes religion impracticable, {alva- 
tion unattainable; and does all that in him lies, to 
damn his child, foul and body for ever! 

«« This therefore 1 cannot but earneftly repeat, break 
their wills betimes. Begin this great work before they 
can run alone, before they can fpeak plain, or perhaps 
fpeak at all. Whatever pains it coft, conquer their ftub- 
bornnefs: break the will if you would not damn the 
child. I conjure you not to neglect, not to delay this! 
Therefore, 1. Let a child from a year old, be taught 
to fear the rod and to cry foftiy. In order to this, 2. 
Let him have nothing he cries for, abfolutely nothing, 
great or {mall; elfe you undo your own work. 3. At 
all events, from that age, make him do as he is bid, if 
you whip him ten times running to effec it: let none 
perfuade you, it is cruelty to do this: it is cruelty not 
to do it. Break his will now, and his foul will live, 
and he will probably blefs you to all eternity.” 
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11. On the contrary, how dreadful are the confe. 
quences of that accurfed kindnefs, which gives chil. 
dren their own wills, and does not bow down their 
necks from their infancy. It is chiefly owing to this 
that fo many religious parents bring up children that 
have no religion at all: children that when they are 
grown up, have no regard for them: perhaps fet 
them at nought, and are ready to pick out their 
eyes! Why is this, but becaufe their wills were not 
broken at firft, becaufe they were not inured from 
their early infancy, to obey their parents in all things, 
and to fubmit to their wills, as to the will of God? 
Becaufe they were not taught from the very firft dawn 
of reafon, that the will of their parents was to them 
the will of God: that to refift it was rebellion againtt 
God, and an inlet to all ungodlinefs. 

Il. 1. This may fuflice for the explication of the text: 
I proceed to the application of it. And permit me firft 
to apply to you that are parents, and as fuch concern- 
ed to teach your children. Do you know thefe things 
yourfelves? Are you thoroughly convinced of thefe 
important truths? Have you laid them to heart? And 
have you put them in practice, with regard to your own 
children? Have you inured them to difcipline, before 
they were capable of inftruétion? Have you broken 
their wills from their earlieft infancy? And do you fill 
continue for to do, in oppofition both to nature and 
cuftom? Did you explain to them, as foon as their un- 
derftanding began to open, the reafons of your proceed- 
ing thus? Did you point out to them the will of 
God, as the fole law of every intelligent creature? And 
thew them, it is the will of God, that they fhould obey 
you in all things? Do you inculcate this over and over 
again, till they perfectly comprehend it? O never be 
weary of this labour of love: and your labour will not 
always be in vain. 

2. At leaft do not teach them to difobey, by reward- 
ing them for difobedience. This you do every time 
you give them any thing, becaufe they cry for it. And 
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herein they are apt fcholars: if you reward them for 
crying, they will certainly cry again. So that there is 
no end, unlefs you make it a facred rule, to give them 
nothing which they cry for. And the fhorteft way to 
do this, is, never fuffer them to cry aloud. Train them 
up to obedience in this one inftance, and you will 
eafily bring them to obey in others. Why fhould you 
not begin to-day? Surely you fee what is the moft ex- 
cellent way: beft for your child, and beft for your 
own foul. Why then do you difobey ? Becaufe you are 
a coward; becaufe you want refolution. And doubt: 
lefs it requires no fmall refolution, to begin and perfift 
herein. It certainly requires no fmall patience, more 
than nature ever gave. But the grace of God is fuf- 
ficient for you: you can do all things through Chrift 
that t Rrengthéne eth you. ‘This grace is fuiticient to give 
you diligence, as well as refolution : otherwife lazinefs 
will be as great a hinderance as cowardice. For with- 
out much pains you cannot conquer: nothing can be 
done with a flack hand: labour on: never tire: lay 
line upon line, till patience has its perfect work. 

3. But there is another hinderance that is full as 
hard to be conquered as cither lazinefs or cowardice. 
it is called fondnefs, and is ufually miftaken for love’: 
but O, how widely different from it! It is real hate : 
and hate of the moft mifchievous kind, tending to 
deftroy both body and foul in hell! O give not way to 
# any longer, no not for a moment! Fight againtt ft 
with your “might ! For the love of God; for the love 
of your children; for the love of your own foul! 

4. I have one word more to fay to parents; to mo- 
thers in particular. If in fpight of all the apoflle can 
fay, you encourage your children by your example to 
adorn themfelves with gold, or pe trls, or coftly apparel, 
vou and they mutt drop into the pit together. But if 
they do it, though you fet them a better example, fill 
it is yours, as well as their fault. For if you did not 
put any ornament on your little child that you would 
not wear. yourfelf | (which would be utter diftraction, 
Ddd 
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and far more inexcufable than putting it on your own 
arms or head) yet you did not inure them to obey 
you from their infancy, and teach them the duty of it, 
from at leaft two years old. Otherwife they would not 
have dared to do any thing great or fmall, contrary to 
your will. Whenever, therefore, I fee the fine-drefled 
daughter of a plain-drefled mother, I fee at once the 
mother is defective either in knowledge or religion. 
Either fhe is ignorant of her own or her child’s duty; 
or fhe has not prattifed what the knows. 

5. I cannot difmilfs this fubject yet. I am pained con. 
tinually, at feeing religious parents fuffer their children 
to run into the famé folly of drefs, as if they had no 
religion at all. In God’s name, why do you fuffer them 
to vary a hair’s breadth from your example? “ Why, 
they will do it?’ They will! Whofe fault is that ? Why 
did not you break their will from their infancy? At 
leaft do it now: better late than never. It fhould have 
been done before they were two years old. It may be 
done at eight or ten, though with far more difficulty. 
However, do it now: and accept that difficulty as the 
juft reward for your pait neglect. Now, at leaft, carry 
your point whatever it colts. Be not mealy-mouthed, 
fay not, like foolifh Eli, Nay, my children ; it is no good 
report which I hear of you ; inftead of reftraining them 
with a {trong hand; but fpeak (though as calmly as 
potiible, yet) firmly and peremptorily, ‘* I will have 
it fo;” and do as you fay. Inftil diligently into them 
the Jove of plain drefs, and hatfed of finery.--Shew 
them the reafon of your own plainnefs of drefs, and 
fhew it is equaliy reafonable for them. Bid defiance to 
indolence, to cowardice, to foolifh fondnefs, and at 
all events, carry your point; if you, love their fouls, 
make and keep them juft as plain as yourfelves. And 
. I charge you grandmothers, before God, do not hin- 
der your daughters herein. Do not dare to give the 
child any thing which the mother denies. Never take 
the part of the children againft their parent; never 
blame her before them. If you do not ftrengthen her 
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authority, as you ought to do, at leaft do not weaken 
it: but if you have either fenfe or piety left, help her 
on in the work of real kindnefs. 
6. Permit me now to apply myfelf to you, children: 
, particularly, you that are the children of religious pa- 
rents. Indeed if you have no fear of God before your 
eyes, 1 have no concern with you at prefent: but if 
you have, if you really fear God, and have a defire to 
pleafe him, you defire to underftand all his command- 
ments, the fifth in particular. Did you ever underftand 
' it yet? Do you now underftand what is your duty to 








your father and mother? Do you know, at leaft do 
) you confider, that by the divine appointment their will 
: is a law to you? Have you ever confidered the extent of 
’ that obedience to your parents which God requires? 
y Children obey your parents in all things? No exception, 
: but of things unlawful. Have you praftifed your duty 
e in this extent? Did you ever fo much as intend it? 

C 7. Deal faithfully with your own fouls. Is your con- 
js fcience now clear in this matter? Do you do nothing 
e which you know to be contrary to the will either of 


y your father or your mother? Do you never do any 
i thing (though ever fo much inclined to it) which he 
4 or fhe forbids ? Do you abftain from every thing which 
m they diflike, as far as you can in confcience? On the 
as other hand, are you careful to do, whatever a parent 
ve bids? Do you ftudy and contrive how to pleafe them ? 
To make their lives as eafy and pleafant as you can? 
Whoever you are that add this to your general care, 
fo pleafe God in all things, Bleffed art thou of the 
Lord! Thy days fhall be long in the land which the Lord 
at thy God giveth thee. : 
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s, 8. But as for you who are little concerned about this 
id matter, who do not make it any point of confcience, 
ne to obey your parents in all things, but fometimes obey 
he them as it happens, and fo setimes not, who frequently 
ke do what they forbid or difapprove, and neglet what 
er they bid you do: fuppofe you awake out of fleep, that 
er i 





vou begin to feel yourfelf a finer, and begin to cry 
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to God for mercy, is it any wonder that you find no 
anfwer, while you are under the guilt of unrepented 
fin?’ How can you expect mercy from God till you 
obey your parents? But fuppofe you have, by an up. 
common miracle of mercy, tafted of the pardoning 
love of God, can it be expeéted, although you hun. 
ger and thirft after righteoufnefs, after the perfect a 
of God, that you fhould ever attain it, ever be fatisfi 
ed therewith, while you live in outward fin, in the wil. 
ful tranfgreffion of a known law of God, in difobedi. 
ence to your parents? Is it not rather a wonder, that 
he has not withdrawn his Holy Spirit from you? Tha 
he {till continues to ftrive with you, though you con. 
tinually grieve his Spirit? O grieve him no more! By 
the grace of God obey them in all things from this 
moment! As foon as you come home, as foon as you 
fet foot within the door, begin an entirely new courie: 
look upon your father and mother with new eyes: 
fee them as reprefenting your Father which is in hea 
ven. Endeavour, ftudy, rejoice, to pleafe, to help, to 
obey them in all things. Behave not barely as as 
child, but as their fervant for Chrift’s fake. O how will 
you then love one another! In a manner unknown de. 
fore. God will blefs you to them and them to you: all 
around will feel that God is with you of a truth, Me 
ny fhall fee it and praife God: and the fruit of it will 
remain, when both you and they are lodged in Abra. 
ham’s bofom. 
———— A > >=: epee 


An Extraét from A Surrer of the Wispom of Goz 
the CREATION. 


{ Continued from page 
On DEATH. 


HE animal machine is like a clock: the whicels 
whereof may be in ever fo good order, the me- 
chanifm complete in every part, and wound up to the 
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full pitch ; yet without fome impulfe communicated ta 
the pendulum, the whole continues motionlefs. 

Thus in thefe accidents, the folids are whole and 
elaftic, and the juices no otherwife vitiated, than by a 
fhort ftagnation, from the quiefcence of that moving 
fomething, whick enables matter in animated bodies, ta 
overcome the refiftance of the mediura it aéts in. In- 
flating the lungs, and thus communicating motion to 
the heart, like giving the firft vibration to a pendulum, 
enables this fomething to refume the government of 
the fabric, and adtuate its organs afrefh. It has been 
fuggetted, that “ a pair of bellows might be applied, 
better than a man’s mouth.” But, 1. Bellows may not 
be at hand: 2. The lungs of one man may fafely bear 
as great a force, as the lungs of another can exerts 
which by the bellows cannot always be determined: 
3. The warmth and moifture of the breath may like- 
wile be of ufe. 

But what is properly a vatural death? From the 
very birth, every vefiel in the human body grows {tiff 
er and itiffer, by the adhefion of more and more earth- 
ly particles to its inner furface. Not only folid food 
fupplies it with thefe, but every fluid that circulates 
through it. Hereby more and more of the fmail vef- 
{els are fo filled up, as to be no longer pervious, In 
proportion, the coats of the larger vellels grow harder, 
and their cavities narrower. Hence the drynels and 
ftiffnefs of all the parts, which are oblervable in old 
age. By this means, more and more of the veflels are 
deftroyed, the finer fluids fecerned in lefs quantity, the 
concottions weakened, and the reparation of the de- 
cayed and injured parts prevented. So that only the 
coarfey juices continue to run flowly through the larger 
veflels. Soon thefe alfo not only become narrow, but 
ftiff, bony, and unelaftic, till even the great artery, 
having loft its fpring, can propel the blood no longer. 
And then follows death by old age, which is a purely 
natural death. But this is a very rare cafe; it is fel. 
pom life is fo long protracted, the lamp of life being 
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eafily blown out, when it burns with fo feeble a flame, 
So that the age of man feldom exceeds three-fcore years 
and tefi, before duft returns to dutt. 

The term of lifecan be prolonged but a very little 
time, by any art we can ufe. A few only have lived 
beyond the ordinary duration of human exiftence ; fuch 
as Parre and fenkins : yet thefe men ufed no peculiar 
arts to prolong life; on the contrary, they ‘Were pea- 
fants, accuftomed to the greateft fatigues, and who 
had no fettled rules. Indeed, if we confider that the 
European, the Negroe, the Chinefe, and the American, 
the civilized man and the favage, the rich and the 

r, the inhabitant of the city, and of the country, 
eae all fo different in other refpects, are yet en- 
tirely fimilar in the period allotted them for living ; if 
we confider that neither the difference of race, of cli- 
mate, of nourifhment, of convenience, or of foil, 
makes any difference in the term of life; if we con- 
fider that thofe men, who live upon raw flefh, or dri- 
ed fifhes, upon fage or rice, upon caflava, or upon 
roots, neverthelefs, live as long as thofe who are fed 
upon bread and meat ;—we fhall readily acknowledge, 
that the duration of life depends neither upon habit, 
cuftoms, nor the quantity of food, and that nothing 
can change the laws of that mechanifm, which regu- 
lates the number of our years. 

If there be any difference in the different periods of 
man’s exiltence, it ought principally to be afcribed to 
the quality of the air. It has been obferved, that in ele- 
vated fituations there have been found more old people 
than in thofe that were low. The mountains of Scot- 
land, Wales, Auvergne, and Switzerland, have furnith- 
ed more inftances of extreme old age, than the plains 
of Holland, Flanders, Germany, or Poland. But, in ge- 
neral, the duration of life is nearly the fame in moft 
countries. Man, if not cut off by aecidental dileafes, 
is generally found to live ninety or a hundred years. 
Our anceftors did not live beyond that date; and, fince 
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the times of David, this term has made but little al- 
teration. : 

If we be afked how, in the beginning, men lived fo 
much longer than at prefent, and by what means their 
lives were extended to nine hundred and thirty, or 
even nine hundred and fixty years, it may be anfwer- 
ed, that the productions of the earth, upon which they 
fed, might be of a different nature at that time, from 
what they are at prefent. But, perhaps, it is better to 
fay, that the term was abridged by divine command, 
in order to keep the earth from being over-ftocked with 
human inhabitants ; fimce, if every perfon were now to 
live and generate for nine hundred years, mankind 
would be increafed to fuch a degree, that there would | 
be no room for fubfiftence: fo that the plan of Provi+ 
dence would be altered; which is feen not to produce 
life, without providing a proper fupply! 

But to whatever extent life may be prolonged, or 
however fome may have delayed the effects of age, 
death is the certain goal to which all are haftening. All ot 
the caufes of decay, which have been mentioned, con- , ae 
tribute to bring on this dreaded diffolution. However, 1 8 
nature approaches to this awful period, by flow and 
imperceptible degrees, life is confuming day after day, 
and fome one of our faculties, or vital principles, is 
every hour dying before the reft; fo that death is only | 
the laft fhade in the picture: and it is probable, that 
man fuifers a greater change in going from youth to 
age, than from age into the grave. When we firft be- 
gin to live, our lives may fcarcely be faid to be our 
own : as the child grows, life increafes in the fame pro- 
portion, and is at its height in the prime of manhood. 
But as foon as the body begins to decreafe, life de- 
creales alfo; for, as the human frame diminifhes, and 
its juices circulate in fmaller quantity, life diminifhes, 
and circulates with lefs vigor: fo that as we begin to 
live by degrees, we begin to die in the fame manner. 

Why then fhould we fear death, if our lives have 
been {uch as not to make everaity dreadful ? Why thould 
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we fear that moment which is prepared by a thoufand 
other moments of the’ fame kind, the firft pangs of 
ficknefs being, prof, greater than the laft ftrug- 
gles of departure? Death, in moft perfons, is as calme 
ly endured, as the diforder that brings it on. If we 
inquire frora thofe whofe bufinefs it is to attend the 
fick and the dying, we thall find, that, except in a very 
few accute cafes, where the patient dies in agonies, the 
greateft number die quietly, and feemingly without 
pain. And even the agonies of the former rather ter- 
tify the {fpectators, than torment the patient; fot how 
many have we feen, who have been accidentally re- 
lieved from this extremity, and yet had no memory 
of what they then endured ? In fact, they had ceafed 
to live, during that time when they cenfed to have fen- 
fation : and their pains were only thofe of which they 
had an idea. 


[To be continued. ] 
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An Account of the Life of Mrs. Marcarsr Baxter. 


[Written by her Hufband, Mr. Richard Baxter, Author of the 
Saints’ Everlaiting Reft.] 


[Continued from page 359-] 
C A Pecan ee 
Of ihe Workings of ber Soul, after her Sicknefs. 


I. HEN God had recovered her, her mother 
¥ invited thofe who fafted and prayed for her. 
to keep a da ay of thankfgiving. I afked her what fhe 
would have us give thanks for? And in the mornings 
the gave usghe following paper :— 
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sé My life hath been a life of great mercies, and tlicfe 
have aggravated my fin in overlooking them. Some of 
thofe which God hath moft affected my heart with, I 
fhall here mention. 

1. * I thank God for my mother’s reftoration ; and 
next for many mercies of my own. Four titnes beforé 
this, I have been delivered from great danger of death. 

« And now I defire to acknowledge his mercy in 
erste me from this difeafe, and that in anfwer to 
prayer 

ac 5 1 defire to acknowledge it a metcy, that God 
has afflicted me: I can fay, Before I was affidted I went 
aftray. And how many great fins God hath prevented 
by this affliction, I cannot tell; but 1 am fure he hath 
dealt very gracioufly with me. 

aaa ‘defire to acknowledge God’s gteat mercy to 
me in bringing me to this town, under fuch ufeful 
means of grace ; and that at a time when I was ready 
to engage in a courfe of fin and vanity, beyond what 
| had formerly lived in. 

4. I defire to acknowledge it a great mercy, that f 
want no outward thing; but am enabled to be helpful 
to others, and have all the temporal mercies I can de 
hre. 

s. “I defire to acknowledge it a great mercy, that 

God hath given me an interelt i in the hearts and pray- 
ers of fo many of his faithful fervants. 

6. “I defire to acknow ledge it a great mercy, that 
God hath made me a child of godly parents, and a 
child of many prayers. 

7. “I defire to acknowledge it a great mercy, that 
God hath given me a heart willing to acknowledge his 
mercies; and that notwithftanding all that fin and Sa- 
tan have done to hinder it, he hath made me defirous 
this day to give up my felf, and all I have, to him. 

* And now, the requefts 1 defire you to make to 
God, on my behalf, are thefe; 

1. That he will give me a more thankful foul, thar 
{ may praife him al! my days. 

Lee 
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2. * Anda humble heart, that [may be taught of 
him, who looketh on the proud afar off. 

3. * And a tender confcience, that I may fear to 
agi him, and hafe all fin. 

“ And ftrength fo to refift temptations, that | 
int not be led by Satan to difhonour Ged. 

** And a meek and quiet fpirit, that I may be 
eo Slt to bear the afflictions which God fhall lay me 
under without murmuring.’ 

The fame day fhe wrote as follows: 

“ ‘this beimg a day fet apart for returning thanks to 
Cod for his mercy, in delivering me from the gates of 
death ; I now renew my covenant with him, and refolve, 
by his grace, to get and keep a frefh fenfe of his mer. 
ey, and a greater fenfe of my fin. I refolve to jet my.- 
felf againft fin with all my might. I refolve by, God’s 
affiflance, to fet upon the ‘practice of known duty, and 
not to ftudy fhifts and evafions to put off thofe which 
are either troublefome, chargeable, or likely to render 
me vile in the eyes of the world. And this I do on 
thele confiderations : 

1. ** My life hath been a life of great mercy. God 
hath done exceeding great things for me. 

2. ** He hath not only given me life, but ability and 
opportunity to do him fervice : ; yea, and fome encou- 
tagement in the fuccefs of my poor endeavours. 

3. * Ge hath engaged me to himfelf, by taking me 
into his jamily, and planting ime in his garden, and 
watering me with the dew of heaven. He hath given 
me the high privilece of a part in the hearts and pray- 
ers ef his people; and 1 may fay, He is a God hearing 
pra Ayers 

4. “ As all thefe, and many more engagements are 
upon me; fo I am already engaged, by my baptifmal 
coven: mts to God the Lathe rs oe on, a and Holy Ghott. 
And I have renewed it in the facrament of sh Lord’s 
Supper ; and now hew can 1 go back? Rather let me 
be in good earneft with him. Let me not deceive -my- 
felfs for God will not be mocked. What I fow, I thal! 
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reap» If I fuffer, they will be light afflictions, and but 
for a moment; but the everla! ing kingdom will be 
my inheritance : and when this life is endelk: 1 thall 
reign with Chrift; and rejoice for ever with faintsi@ind 
angels. 

“ Therefore I this day renew my covenant with 
God, and beg that he will not leaye me to myfelf: but 
help me to keep the covenant which I have made. 
And I intend to keep this paper by me, to hinder me 
from fin, and encourage me to go on cheerfully againft 
temptations, looking {till to Chriit. 

“To all this let me add thefe confiderations of the 
vanity of the creature. 

‘* It is contrary to the nature of creatures to be our 
peace; they are our troubles, further than they lead us 
to the Creator. Let me not forget the time when I 
feemed near death: what comfort had I then in crea- 
tures? What eafe from them? Was not all my hope 
in God? All creatures fhewed me that fide on which 
vanity was written, and they had nothing that could 
fatisfy my foul; though I had as much mercy in means 
and friends as I could defire, yet all this was nothing 
to me: the trouble of parting with them was much 
more than the comfort of enjoying them 3 and fo i 
will be with me fill: which fhould teach me to keep 
my heart loofe from creatures, and not over-love any 
thing on this fide heaven. Why fhould my heart be 
fixed where my home is not? Heaven is my home. 

God in Chriit is all my happinefs : and where my trea- 
fure is, there my heart fhould be. Come away, O my 
heart, from vanity; mount heavenward, and be not 
dead, or dull, if oats wouldft be free from trouble, 
and tafte of real pleafure. Hath not experience taught 


thee, that creature- ui eg though they be rofes, 


+ 


have their thorns? Can‘t thou not be content to look 
on them, while thou art in the’earden where they 
grow, a ani be content to leave them there b rere thee? 
Awawathen, O my carnal heart! Retire to God, the 
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only fatisfying object. ‘There mayeft thou love without 
any danger of excefs |” . 

I find among her papers yet more of that day’s work.* 

‘This day | have under my hand and feal devoted 
my all to thee, O “ye : accept my facrifice, and help 
me to pay my vows! O ftrengthen my weak defires | 
1 believe, Lord, help my unbelief. Thou that cant 
make me what I am not, O make me what thou wouldtt 
have me be! In thee there is all fulnefs, and to thee 
I defire to come by Chrift, O quicken the fpark of 
grace, and blow it up toa holy flame, moft gracious 
God! But what hive I faid! That } have a {park of 
grace! Why the leaft {park is worth ten thoufand 
times more thanks than I can ever exprefs: and yet I 
have been dead and unthankful! But unthankful as [ 
am, it muft needs be from God’s gift in me, that I 
have any defires after him; and that this day I have 
defired to devote myfelf to him, and that I can fay, | 
with to be more holy, and more heavenly, as the Lord 
would have me be. Nay, I know the time when I had 
none cf thefe defires.” And do I not know many who 
aré now in that condition! Here then is matter of 
comfort, given me from him that doth accept the de- 
fires of his poor creatures; .even from Chrift, who 
will not quench the fmoaking flax, nor break the bruii- 


‘ed reed. I fee then that | haye yet matter of rejoicing; 


and that I muft iabour to be fo humbled for my re- 
maining fins, as may tenu to my future joy in beliey- 
ing; but not fo as to be difcouraged and frightened 
from God, who ts long- wns vy and abundant in mer- 
cy. sife thyfelf up to God, then, O my foul; and 
humbly, yet bene Ney, repent pi thou haft been fo 
unthank/ul for the benefits received this day. Up! up! 
and lie not down fo heavily. God hath heard prayers 
for thee, and given thee life and opportunity to ferve 
him. He hath given thee all the outward mercies thy 
heart can defire. He hath yiven thee dear friends, fuch 

s can help thee in the way to heaven; yea, he hath 

* A day of thank{giving fet apart for her recovery. @ 
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engaged them to beg fpiritual mercies for thee. Why 
then fhouldft thou not watch and pray, and. believe 
that he hath this day heard their prayers for thy foul, 
as formerly for thy body ?——And let me remember to 
be earneft for my poor relations, my dear friends, and 
the church of God in general. And let me {ftrive to 
keep fuch a moderate fenfe of forrow on my foul, as 
occafion requireth. I have now caufe of forrow for 
parting with my dear friend: my father, my paftor. 
He is called away, and going a long journey. But we 
are the Lord’s, let him do what he pleafes: all fhall 
be for good to them that love God. I have caufe to be 
humbled that I have been fo unprofitable under mercies 
and means ; ; it may grieve e me now my paftor is gone, 
that there is fo little of that which came from him, 
left on my foul. O let this quicken, and ftir me up to 
be more diligent in the ufe of all remaining helps. And 
if ever I fhould enjoy this mercy again, O let me make 
it appear, that this night I was fenfible of my neglect 
of it. 

“ The whole world is but a hOafe where God’s chil- 
dren dwell for a little while, till he hath fitted them for 
the heavenly manfions. And if he fend them out of 
one room into another, to do his work; and put fome 
into the darkeft corners of his houfe, and feparates thofe 
that are mott beloved of each other; it is that they 
may not Jove fo much as to be loath to part, and come 
to him who fhould have all their love. But however 
it fareth with us in this houfe, the time is at hand, 
when ali the children fhall be feparated trom the rebels, 
and be called home to dwell with their Father, their 
Head, and Hufband. Then farewell forrow, farewell 
hard heart! Farewell tears and fad repentance! When 
the Lord fhall take our bodies from the grave, and 
make us fhine as the fun in glory 5 ; then fhall we meet 
and never part, and remember our w eary nights and 
days no #aore! Then may we’ love freely! What is 
rei wanting to dijpel all forrow from my A rt? No- 
bing but ¢ creater hopes that : dfball b be one of this nums 
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number. This, this can do it. No matter if I had no 
friend near me; if God be not far from me, it is well 
enough. And whatever here befals the church of God, 
»it is but for a fhort time, and prefently the ftorm will 
be all over. Let me therefore caft all my care on God, 
Let me wait on him in the way of duty, and truft him. 
Let me run with patience the race fet befere me, look. 
ing to Jefus the author and finifher of my faith. 





** April 1o (1681) on Thurfday night at twelve 
o’clock ; a day and night never to be forgotten by the 
leaft of God’s fervants, yea, lefs thaw the icaft, thy un- 
worthy, unthankful, berd-hearted creature. 

M. CHARLTON.” 


| To be continued. | 
«> —_— 


Aa Account of the Mi ficre at Paris: tranflated from 
the French of M. Boffuet, Bifbop of Meaux. ° 





[Continued from page 373. | 


HE Huguenots, in the mean time, aflembled at 
the admiral’s houfe. ‘The Vidame of Chartres 
faid without hefitation, that the Admiral’s wound was 
only the beginning of the tragedy, and that they fhould 
all foon become its bloody conclufion, if they did not 
fpeedily leave Paris. But Teligni, far from hearing the 
Vidame, was angry at him for doubting the honei/t in- 
tentions of the king. As for the admiral, whether in 
faét he did not perceive,what was preparing, or chole 
to die rather than again-to plunge his native country 
into the evils from which it emerged, he raifed -himfelf 
above every thing, and quictly waited the event... Fis 
friends, undefignedly, haftened his death. As they 
were afraid that the populace fhould rife up agginl 
: 
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them and fall upon the admiral, they petitioned the 
king to have his houfe guarded. This was a fine pre- 
text for the king, for fecuring his perfon; he caufed a 


company of the guards to be placed before the admi- — 


ral’s houfe; he ordered the proteftant gentlemen to 
lodge round the admiral, and ordered Icdgings to be 
marked for them. At the fame time the magiftrates 
took the names of all the Huguenots, under pretext of 
lodging them. ; 

The king feemed afraid that the duke of Guife might 
occafion fome commotion, and f€igned an inclination 
to fecure the king of Navarre’s life, by inviting him, as 
well as the prince of Conde, to fhut himfelf up in the 
louvre, with all the braveft men they had. ‘Thus all 
the proteftants were in his hands, without a_poflibility 
for any of them to efcape. 

The Vidame was confirmed in his opinion that there 
was a plot to deftroy them... As the admiral was in a 
condition to be removed in a litter, he a-new infifted 


on a retreat; but the charm wes too ftrong, or the 
Tel 


king’s diffimulation too deep. igni remained in his 
blindnefs; but fome of the party, among the reft 
Montgomery, retired into the fauxbuorg, St. Germain, 
where thofe of their religion moftly lodged. Ail that 
the Vidame faid was immediately reported to the queen. 
This was the 23d of Auguit, the eve of St. Bartholo- 
mew. It was feared that the arguments fhould at lait 
prevail, and it was immediately refolved to put to death 
all the Huguenots m Paris. Such a maflacre was not 
at firft propofed to the king, and none but the chief 
perfons were mentioned ; but he anfwered with an oath, 
that fince he muft kill, he intended that not a fingle 
Iluguenot fhould remain to upbraid him ; fo an univer- 
lal Maffacre was intended, and it was-refolved to be 
made all over the kingdom. The kitig¢ of Navarre was 
excepted; and he owed his fafety, not fo much to his 
rank, his birth, or his new alliance, as'to the impoflt. 
bility of afcribing his death, like that of the admiral, 


te the duke of Guife. Not but the kine loved him, but 
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that inclination was not {trong enough to fave him had 
he been preffed. As for the prince of Condé, whom the 
memory of his father wendered ddious, his fentence 
was pronounced ; and hé had died, had not his bro. 
ther-in-law, the duke of Nevers, Senki the blow, by 
anf{wering for his fubniffion. The night following was 
choien for the execution. 


[To be continued. | 
EDD —— 


Some Account of Mr. Foun Furz, aged 65. 


Was born in the year 1717, at Wi ilton, near Sa. 
rum. My parents were honeit, but ignorant of 
true religion. My father never went to church; my# 
mother and her children did. When I was about ten, 
I began to be afraid gf death and hell, and prayed to 
God to have mercy upon me. At eleven I durft not 
keep company with boys that curfed and fwore. I gave 
myielf to reading, and went conftantly to church. Yet 
I was more and more uneafy, and had fometimes no 
fieep in the night, through the dread that was upon 
my fpirits. At fifteen I became a conftant communi- 
cant. At feventeen, wherever I was, in bed, within 
the houfe, or without, I had fomething {peaking within 
me, ** One thing is wanting.”” I read more, and pray- 
ed more; but fo much the more did this cry echo 
within me. In this ftate I continued two years, having 
fio kind fhepherd to guide me. I was one day ftanding 
os the houfe, when this inward voice was repeated of 
er than ufual. I looked up and faid, ** O God, what 
is 5 this one thing f” It was inftantly anfwered, * Faith 
in the Lord Jefus Chrift.”’ 
2. 1 was aftonifhed ; for I thought I had always be- 
lieved. However, I thought, | will read over all! the bi- 
ble, and try whether I believe or not? I took my bi 
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ble and opened it on thofe words. The devils believe 
and tremble. 1 thought with myfelf,, they tremble, and 
fo dol, for the fame caufe: I too am afraid of the ju ig- 
ment of the great day. I took my bible again, and 
rezd, We knox ) thee, % tho thou art, the holy one of God. 
[ laid it down again and thought, the devils Paes him 
and tremble; I tremble, biat Ld >» not Knew him. Now 
[ faw, that I was without God in the world; and the 
forrows of my heart were enlarged. I had tea, He 
that belieweth hath the witnefs in himfeyf : but IL knew f 
had not the witnefs. 1 reafoned much concerning this, 
wifhing I could find fome man that could tell me, what 
it is to believe. 

8. One Sunday morning the minifter’s text was, He 
that believeth and is baptized, Shall be faved, and be that 
believeth not, fball be damned. 1 ftood up, and looked 
as earneltly at his mouth, as ever a hungry man looke 
ed for food: expetting every moment, that he would 
tell mé what it was to believe. He did fay fomething 
about faith, but I did not underitand it. I now thought, 
“1 do not Heheve § : I fhall furely be damned.” When 
I] came to the church- -door, I could not reftrain myfecl f 
any longer, but burft into a flood of tears and cried 
aloud. “The people came about me, and afked me, 
Why I wept.?, I faid, “1 fhall go tohell; for Ido not 
believe.” ‘They ‘anfwered, “ Young m: 2, if you go 
to hell, no one in the town will go to heaven.’ 

4. From this time for near two years, I was in de- 
fpair. My fh cep in great meafure departed. from me, 
My appetite was gon ©; my fiefh waited away, and I 
grew exceedingly weak. My mother obferving it, came 


to me and faid, ** My dear child, can I do any thi: ag” 


* 


any 
for you?” | faid, “Yes, carry me to Mr. Sith ;” (a 
diflenter, to whom many that were in trouble came for 
advite.) She carried me to him without delay. He 
afked, what ailed me? I faid, “* Let my mother and 
the men that brought me go out, and J will tell you.” 

They went out, and I faid, “J believe I thall die foon, 
and Team afraid of going to hell?’ He anfwered, 
ft 
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*< You are melancholy: you mutft feek for fome merr 
company.” I was fhocked, and called aloud for my 
mother (who ftood without) to come and carry me 
home, which fhe did. As I fat down in the ftreet with- 
out the door, three young men pafling by, looked at 
me, and faid, They were forry to fee me look fo bad. 
They ftayed fometime with me, talking merrily and 
jocofely. When they parted from me, I thought my- 
felf fomething better. They called on me again. I was | 
pleafed with their converfation, and endeavoured to 
ftifle my convictions. I recovered.my ftrength daily; 
and one evening, as I was walking with them, I afked, 
“ Where did you get all thefe merry jefts ?”” They faid 
out of fuch and fuch books, which they named. I 
faid, “If it pleafe God, I will go in the morning to 
the ftationer’ s, and buy one of the beft of them.” 

5. As foon as I left my companions I went home. 
But I had but joft fat down in a chair, when a diviney 
conviction feized me, and I thought, ‘ Lord, what 
have I been doing?’ I dropped to the earth, utterly 
fenfelefs. About midnight my fenfes returned: and | 
found my mother weeping at my bed-fide, attended by 
fome of her kind neighbours. I now found fuch a fpi- 
tit of prayer, as I never found before. My heart cri- 
ed, * Lord, fpare me a little, before I go hence and 
am no more feen.”” For I clearly faw, if I died in my 
prefent {tate 1 muft perifh for ever. 

6. But it was not long before my new companions 
vifited me, and expreffed a forrow for my late afflidt- 
on. I was foon perfuaded to walk with them, and in 
awhile began to be pleafed again with their company 
and converfation. But one Sunday morning as | was 
in bed, it feemed to me as if one griped me by the 
arm. At the fame moment a voice went through my 
heart, faying, **.Go to the meeting. ” IT was much 
_furprifed, and felt much pain in my arm. However, it 
being very early, 1 compofed myfelf to fleep again. But 
I had not lain long, when I heard the fame voice as 
before. I rofe and walked in the garden: but ftill 
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found fomething within me faying, ** Go to the meet- 
ing.” 1 knew not what to do. I had ever been a zeal- 
ous member of the eftablifhed church, and thought it 
not right to go to a prefbyterian meeting. I feemed 
refolved not to go: but the impreflion on my mind 
was fuch, I could have no reft unlefs I went. When 
i came in, the minifter was in his fermon. I had no 
fooner fat down than he uttered thofe words, “ Re- 
member the promifes you made to God on a fick bed.” 
I thought he fpoke to me. I remembered how earneft- 
ly | had prayed to God, to {pare me a little longer. 
i returned home in deep diftrefs, thinking, “I am ftill 
the fame unhappy creature, loft to all fenfe af good. 
All my refolves are come to nought, my promifes 
broken, and I am left a poor guilty finner.” 

7. All my former works did now indeed appear to 
me no better than filthy rags. I faid, “I have hed un- 
to thee, O God, when I faid, My fpirit doth rejoice in 
God my Saviour:” and when I profeffed, ** I believe 
in God the Father Almighty, and in Jefus Chrift,” 
while I knew nothing about it. A few days after, 1 
faw an unufual number of people flocking together, 
and afked, Whither they were going? One anfwered, 
** Mrs. Halls fon is come from Oxiord, and is gusng 
to preach in the prefbyterian meeting. Will you go 
and hear him?” After fome paufe I went. While I 
was mufing with myfelf, he pointed out with his finger, 
as though he pointed at we, and faid vehemently, 
** There are two witneiles that are dead and buried in 
the duft, that will rife in judgment againft you.” He 
took up his bible, and faid, ** Here are the two wit- 
nefles, that have been dead and buried in the duft up- 
on your fhelf, the old teftament, and the new.” I {cit 
what was fpoken ; I remembered my bible was cover, 
ed with duft, and that I had wrote my name with the 
point of my finger on the binding. Now | thought, I 
had figned my own damnation, on the back ef the 
witnelles, 
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8. I went home, no one {peaking to me on the way, 
or I fhould have wept aloud. I walked in the garden; 
but I was afraid the earth would open and {wallow me 
up, or that infernal fpirits would be permitted to drag 
me. to the bottomlefs pit. I went to bed; but the ter- 
tors I felt in the night, are beyond all that I can ex. 
prefs. About midnight I fat up in bed, and faid, 
“Lord, how will it be with mein hell?’ Juft then a 
dog began howling under my window, and I thought, 
There fhall be weeping, and wailing, and gnafhing of tecth! 
FEyery joint now trembled: the terrors of the Lord 
feized my foul; the arrows of the Almighty ftuck faft 
in me. I rofe early in the morning, but did not at. 
tempt to pray, as | thought there was no mercy for 
me. As I walked in the garden, bewailing my milery 
and wifhing I had never been born, God put a defire 
to pray into my heart, and thofe words into my mouth: 
*« Lord, are there no bowels of mercy for fuch a fin- 
ner. as me?’’ I went and kneeled down at the feet of 
my bed. Inftantly I felt as if cold water ran through 
every vein. I ftarted up, and ran into the garden and 
thought, ‘* God will not fuller me to pray. He has dri- 
ven me from the throne of grace: there is no mercy 
for me.” I went a fecond time, but had no fooner 
kneeled down, than I was furprized as before: I flew 
again. As foon as I came into the garden, I looked 
round, and faid, ** Who will fhew me any good?” | 
walked weeping, till I faw a dead toad, and faid, * O 
that | had been a toad? Then I fhould have had no 
foul to lofe.” I then felt a frefh defire to pray. I went 
again into my chamber and kneeled down. But I was 
more furprized than ever. I thought the earth moved 
under me. I leaped down ftairs, and fell to the 
ground; but flrong defire conflrained me to afk, 
«* Are there no bowels of mercy for me?” Before I 
could utter it, [ heard a fimall, ftill voice faying, “ Thy 
fins are forgiven thee.”’” What a change did I feel! 
My forrow was turned into joy: my darknefs intg 
light! My foul was filled with love to God, for his 
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unfpeakable mercies. Now I did indeed draw: water 
out of the wells of falvation. Yea, a fountain was 
opened in my heart, {pringing up into everlafting life. 
My tongue could not exprefs the feelings of my heart ; 
I was loft in fpeechlefs rapture. 1 now knew, what it 
was to believe: I knew on whom I believed; even on 
him that juftifieth the ungodly. Being juttified by faith, 
I was at peace with God, through our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. My bands were broken in funder, and my cap- 
tive foul was fet at liberty. : 

g. 1 that was before dead in trefpaffes and fins, was 
now made alive to God. [| fat in heavenly places with 
Chrift Jefus. I was as in a new world. If I walked 
out into the open field, every thing fhewed forth the 
glory of God. If I looked at the fun, my heart faid, 
my God made this, not for himfelf, but ws. If Llooked 
on the grafs, the corn, the trees, I could not but ftand 
and adore the goodnefs of God. My bible alfo was be- 
come a new book: it was {weeter to my foul than ho- 
ney tomy tongue. I had near communion with God 
day and night. And O! how I longed for all the 
world to know what I knew! I longed alfo for a com- 
panion in the grace of God, to whom I could com- 
municate what I felt: yea, I thought | would tell the 
trees of the wood, if | could make them underfiand 
what God had done for my foul. 


{To be continued. | 
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To know who continue members of the fociety ; 

To infpect their outward walking ; | 

To inquire into their inward ftate ; 

To learn, what are their trials? And how they fall 
by, or conquer them ? 

To inftrué the ignorant in the firft principles of re. 
ligion : if need be, to repeat, explain, or enforce, what 
has been faid in public preaching. 

To ftir them up to believe, love, obey ; and to check 
the firft {park of offence or difcord. 

The particular defign of the bands is, 

To inquire, whether they now believe? Now enjoy 
the life of God? Whether they grow herein, or decay? 
if they decay, what is the caufe? And what the cure? 

Whether they aim at being wholly devoted to God; 
or would keep fomething back ? 

Whether they fee God’s hand in all that befals them? 
And how they bear what he lays upon them? 

Whether they take up their crofs daily? Refift the 
bent of nature? Oppofe felf-love in all its hidden 
forms, and difcover it through all its difguifes ? 

Whether they humble themfelves in every thing? 
Are willing to be blamed and defpifed for well-doing? 
Account it the greateft honour, that Chrift appoints 
them to walk with himfelf, in the paths that are pecu- 
liarly bis own? To examine clofely, whether they are 
willing to drink of Ais cup, and to be baptized with his 
baptifm ? | 

Whether they can cordially love thofe that defpite- 
fully ufe them? Juftify the ways of God in thus deal- 
ing with them? And in all they fufler, feek the de- 
ftrudtion of inward idolatry, of pride, felf-will, and 
impatience f 

How they conquer felf-will, in its fpiritual forms? 
See through all its difguifes, feeking itfelf, when it 
pretends to feek nothing but the glory of God? 

Whether they are fimple, cpen, free, and without 
referve in fpeaking? And fee it their duty and prive 
lege fo to be? 
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To inquire concerning prayer, the anfwers to pray- 
er, faith in Chrift, diftruft of themfelves, confciouf- 
nefs of their own vilenefs and nothingnefs : 

How they improve their talents? What zeal they 
have for doing good, in all they do, or fuffer, or re« 
ceive from God? Whether they live above it, making 
Chrift their all, and offering up to God nothing for 
acceptance, but his life and death ? 

Whether they have a clear, full, abiding conviétion, 
that without inward, complete, univerfal holinefs, no 
man fhall fee the Lord? That Chrift was facrificed for 
us, that we might be a whole burnt-facrifice to God ; 
and that the having received the Lord Jefus Chrift will 
profit us nothing, unlefs we fteadily and uniformly 
walk in him? 

Cc. P, 


I earneftly exhort all leaders of claffes and bands, 
ferioufly to confider the preceding obfervations, and 
to put them in execution with all the underftanding 
and courage that God has given them. 

J. W. 


«> B > —_ 


I think the following Account, one of the moft remarkable which I 
ever faw. I recommend it to the ferious attention of all that have 
a feeling heart. J. W. 


March 22, 1782. 


A Tazé of Rear Wor. 
Rr: following little narrative is fo ftri€tly and li. 


terally true, that it does not require any orna- 
ment from fiction, nor any embellifhment from lan- 
guage. I fhall relate it with the utmott fimplicity, and 
the clofeft adherence to fact. 
Near four years ago, a young woman ftopped at a 
{mall village near Briftol, and begged the refrefhment 
of a little milk. These was fomething fo attractive in 
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Wer whole appearance as to engage the attention of all 

» around her. She was extremely young, and {trikingly 
beautiful : her manners graceful and elegant, and her 
countenance interefting to the laft degree: fhe was a. 
fone—-a ftranger—and in extreme diftrefs: yet the ut- 
tered no complaints, and ufed no arts to excite con. 
paflion. Her whole deportment and converfation bore 
vifible marks of fuperiour breeding, yet there was a 
wildnefs, an incoherence, and inconfiltency in all the 
faid and did. All day fhe wandered about in fearch of 
a place to lay her wretched head, and at night actually 
took up her lodging under an old _hay- ftack. ‘The 
neighbouring ladies remonttrated with her on the dan. 
ger of fo expofed.a fituation, but in vain; their boun. 
ty.fupplied ‘her with the neceffaries of life, but nei. 
thér prayers nor menaces could induce her to fleep in 
a houfe. As fhe fometimes difcovered evident marks of 
infanity, fhe was at length confined. 

I pais over this period of her hiftory—it is too touch. 
mg for my own feelings.—At length fhe was releafed; 
with all the fpeed her {mall remains of ftrength allow- 
ed, fhe flew to her beloved hay-ftack, though it was 
fix miles from the place of her confinement. Her 
rapture was inexpreflible on finding herfelf at liberty, 
and once more beneath this miferable thelter. It is now 
near. four years fince this forlorn creature has devoted 
herfelf “to this defolate life, fince fhe has known the 
comfort of a bed, dr the protection of a roof. “Hard- 
fhip, ficknefs, intenfe cold, and extreme mifery, have 
gradually injured her health, and impaired her beauty, 
but fhe is {till a moft interefting figure; there js an 
uncommon fweetnefs and delicacy in her air and man- 
ner; fhe is above all that vanity fo common to her fex, 
and fo natural to maniacs, for fhe will neither wear nor 
accept of any fine Ty oF ornaments, but hangs them 

on the buthes as below her attention. She refufes to 
give the leaft account of herfelf; her filence on this 
head is invincible : her recolle tion seers impaired, and 
her whele mind vifibly ditturbed; yét her anfwers are 
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pertinent enough, unlefs fhe fifpects the queftion is 
meant to enfnare her. Her way of life.is the mott 
harmlcfs and unofiending that can be imagined ; every 
jine morning fhe walks round the villages, converfes 
with’the poor children, makes them little prefents of 
uch things as are given her, and receives others in-re- 
vurn; fhe will take no food except milk, tea, and the 
molt fimple diet. No means have been left unattempr- 
ed by the neighbouring ladies (one in particular, who 
has been her conftant and unwearied benefactrefs) to 
previ rail on her to live in a houfe, but her conitant re- 
ply is, “* That trouble and mifery dwell in boufes, and 
that there is no happinefs but in liberty and frefh air.” 
From a certain peculiarity of expreflion, with 2 flight 
foreign tincture in her pronunciation, and in the con- 
{trnction of fome fentences, fome have been led to cons 
jecture, that fhe is not of this country. Various at- 
tempts have been made, at different times, to draw 
trom this circumftance, fome knowledge of her origin. 
About a year ago a gentleman {poke to her in the lan- 
guage of the continent; fhe appeared unealy, reftlefs, 
and embarraffed ; but when he addrefled her in Ger- 
man, her emotion was too great to be fupprefled; the 
turned from him and burft into tears. ‘Lhe anecdote 
which is told in the neighbourhood, was a few days 
ago related to two gentlemen, whom humanity led tg 
vilit this forlorn creature. One of them, who {poke 
German fluently, made the experiment; fhe was e- 
vidently confufed, blufhed, and trom accident, or a 
knowledge in the language, anfWered fome queltions 
in Englith; but feeling as if fhe had been hurried in- 
to an imprudence, fhe artfully changed the fubject, and 
denied having underftood what had been faid to her. 

This artlefs {tory is written with no other view, bane 
the warm hope that it may catch the eye of fome one 
interefted in this tale of woe, and the ardent with of 
reltoring an gmiable and wretched young creature to 
the arme of, perhaps, a broken-hearted parent. 

a 
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The preceding Tale of reai Woe (which firft made its 
appearance’ in the St. James’s Chronicle, and fince in 
various other publications) has induced many to vifit 
the unfortunate object alluded to, and they fully con- 
firm the truth of this defcriptive and affeéting narrati- 
on.“8ome perfons feeling themfelves particularly inte- 
refted for her fafety and welfare, and confidering on 
every hand, the inclemencies to which. fhe is expoted, 
are anxious to remove her to fome fuitable place, 
where every attendance may be given, which the cir- 
cumftances of her cafe require, in order, if pofiible, 
to reltore her to health of body and mind. 

To conclude—If innocence and beauty in diftre/s—if 
delicacy and virtue, fecluded from human fociety, where 
the rays of the under/tanding have ceafed to il/lume—are 
fubjects of tender confideration, this inftance of calamity 
has furely an ¢/pecial claim to the tear of compaffion—to 
the /mile of benevolence. 


Briftol, Dec. ro, 1781. 


Friday, March 15. I called on Mr. Henderfon, at 
Hannam, and {pent fome time with the poor, difconfo- 
late creature. Such a fight, in the fpace of eighty years, 
I never beheld before. Pale and wan, worn with for- 
row, beaten with wind and rain (having been fo long 
expofed toall weathers) with her hair rough and friz- 
zied, and a blanket wrapt round her. Native beauty 
gleaned through all. ‘Her features were fmall and 
fincly turned ; her ees had a peculiar fweetnefs ; her 
arms and fingers were delicately fhaped ; her voice foft 
and a; oreeable.} B But her underftanding was in ruins: 

psa _ partly infane, partly filly and childifh. She 
vuld anfwer no quef ‘tions concerning herfelf ; only 
that fee: name was Louifa: feemed not to take notice 
oi any perfon or thing, and [eldom fpake above a word 
or two at atime. Mr. Henderfon has fpared no pains, 
was brought to him. And with regard to her 

has been fuecefsful, having reftcred her to 
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fome degree of health. She appears to love him much 
(as indeed all the patients do) and he is exceeding ten- 
der of her. She is alone in a clear, large room, with a 
conftant fire, and wants nothing that is proper for he we 

Sometime fince a gentleman called, who faid, a 
came two hundred miles, on purpofe to inquiresafters 
her. When he came in, fhe took no notice af him at 
all: but when he faw her face, he trembled exceedings 
ly. All he faid, was, “* She-was born in Germany ; and 
is not four and twenty years old.” 

A gentleman in Devonthire afirms (how truly I can- 
not tell) That he knows her well :—that her father is a 
German baron:—that a gentleman married her fome 
years fince, brought her over to England, and after 
awhile deferted her. If this be true, a very eafy ac- 
count may be given of her infanity. But what a villain! 


$4 Dr > —— 
A REMARKABLE STORY. 


R. Horneck, in his great Law of Confideration, 
i tells us the following remarkable ftory, in proof — 
of that {criptural declaratiop, He that <vatereth fhall be 
watered again. 

“ In Nifdis, a city of Mefopsiamic, theredived a re- 
ligious woman, who had a man that was a heathen for 
her hufband. They were poor, yet by hard labour had 
got fifty pounds together; whd™eupon the hufband: 
thought good to put it out to interelt, that they mig 
not live upon the main ftock. His wife, being a chri 
tian, readily told him, that none paid greater iatereft 
for money lent him,, than the God of the chriftians. 
‘The man, pleafed with the news, afked where this God 
was to be mei with? The woman to!d him at fuch a 
church, he had deputies that would “receive the fum. 
Lhey took the money, and tothe church they went, 

faw fome peor Widews fitting. The womap 
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faid, Thefe are the deputies of the God of, the chrifij- 
ans, who will receive your money, and pay you inte. 
relt. ‘The man, not much plealed with his fecurity. yet 
_over-periuaded by his wiie, lets the poor widows hav. 
it: who, not knowing the man’s intent, thankfully re. 
ceived it. 

* A quarter of a year after, the man finding him. 
felf pinched for want of neceflaries, bade his wile go 
and demand a quarter’s intereft ; to which fhe replied, 
That if he would go to thofe poor widows and demand 
the ufc, fhe did not doubt but he might have it. 

“ Accordingly he: went to the poor women, with 
whom he expoftulated; but what he had given them 
was coniumed, and they were fo far from paying him 
any intereft, that they were ready to beg more money 
of him: with that he went out of the church fad and 
jorrowful ; but in going, he fpied one of the pieces of 
gold which be had given to the poor; which, it feems, 
he had accidentally dropped on the floor, at the time 
it was diftributed, He took it up, went home, and com- 
plained to his wife of the cheat thofe poor widows had 
put upon him. She bade him truft that God whom he 
had. lent the money to, and take the piece he had 
found, and buy neceflaries for the family. He went to 
the matket- place, and among other things, bought 
fome fihh, which were to be ‘drefled for dinner. 

*¢ His wife, « 1 opening one of the fidhes, found iu 
its belly, a precious fione, which betrayed its worth 
by its unufual glittering. The man carried it to a jews 
eller, who prefentl® gave, him three hundred pounds 
for it; at which the man was io tranfported, that he 
began praifing the God of the chriitians, and became 
one himlelf, being aftonifhed at the Providence = 
had fo miraculoully difpofed of fecond caufes for his 
fieral profit and emolument.”’ 
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; Account of a very extraordinary Deliverance, which 
“hopped to Ann Warson, of Thorner, near Leeds, 
in York/bire. 


NN WATSON was brought to the knows 
ledge of God when fhe was about four feore: 

She was then remarkably happy in her foul; but very 
feeble in body. As fhe had a fon who lived at Weather- 
by (a town about fix miles from Thorner_) weak as the 
was, fhe determined to go and talk to him about the 
falvation of his foul. Accordingly fhe fet out on foot, 
in February 1762. After the had been there two or 
three days, fhe fet out again for her own home, one 
Thuriday morning. Towards night, fhe had got with- 
in lefs than a mile of the town; but having a {mail 
brook to crofs, over which there was only a very nar- 
row wooden bridge, without.a hand rail, and as the 
wind was exceedingly high, fhe durit not attempt to go 
over, for fear of falling inte the water. She, therefore, 
turned back, in order to take the high road, which 
was but at a fmall diftance. Having a wood to pati 
through, fhe loft her way, and wandered about till ail 
her ftrength was pone. And as the night was coming 
on, fhe lay down under a hedge, quite upon the top of 
a hill. On Friday feveral perfons went in fearch.of her; 
but fuppofing that fhe had fallen into the brook, they 
only fearched there, and of courte did not find her: 
fo the lay out all that day and night. On Saturday, 
many went and fearched the brook again, and alfo the 
adjoining wood, They found partf her clothes, which 
the had ‘joft, but did not come near the place where 
the was. So fhe lay out ull Sunday morning. Out of 
pity to her poor diitreffed hufband (fer as to her, eve 
ty body had given her up for loft) moit of the con- 
gregation left ib pres ching, and went in fearch of ker. 
At lafl, to their no final! aitonifhment, they found her 
alive and well; « nly extremely weak, She had lain in 
one place all ee time ; and faid the faw feveral per- 
ions at a fimall diflance, but was fo weak that the 
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could not call them. All this time fhe had taken no 
kind of nourifhment ; for though fhe had a half-pen- 
ny cake in her pocket, fhe was fo weak, that when 
fhe had got her hand into her pocket, fhe could not 
draw it out again. All the time fhe lay there, the wea. 
ther was as cold as I ever remember it to have been; 
fo that one would have thought, even the moft healthy 
a alive, could not have furvived one night where 

e lay. Yet fhe, weak as fhe was, having a firm con. 
fidence that God would fend her relief, and that the 
fhould not die there, was preferved during two whole 
days and three nights, without ever moving from the 
place where fhe firit lay down, without the leaft fhelter 
from the weather, or the leaft nourifhment of any fort 
whatfoever. Indeed had fhe not been found when fhe 
was, fhe would have been buried alive very foon; for 
there fell fuch a fnow that day, as I believe the oldef 
perfon living could not remember. When fhe was got 
home, fhe was put into a warm bed, and proper care 
being taken of her, in a few days fhe was as well as 
ufual, and lived feveral years after. 


JOHN PAWSON. 
6 ESD» —-———- 


Some Account of the Death of Wizztam Burton. 


BO UT two months before his laft illnefs, I met 

him at his fifter’s, rather in liquor. On fecing 

me he was rather afhamed, and wept much, faying, he 

was in the way to hell; and knew that he was usdone 
if he continued as he was. 

On his mentioning a remarkable dream, I told him 
it was a warning from God, whofe Spirit was ftill itriv- 
ing with him; and that if he cried for mercy, God 
would hear him, and give him power over fin. On 
this he defired us to pray for him; and faid, “ By the 


grace of God 1 will begin to feck him ; though I fea 
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there is no mercy for fuch a wretch as ] am!” I then 
opened the bible, and read him feveral promifes to re- / 
turning finners, with which he wae encouraged. From 
that time he was a true penitent. 

In the beginning of his illnefs, he earneltly be- 
fought the Lord for mercy, and cried out, “* O Lord, 
cut me not down till thou haft fpoke peace to my 
foul!’? And with bitter cries and tears, he faid, “ If 
he cuts me of as I am, what muft I do! O what muft 
Ido!” About three weeks before his death, the Lord 
fpoke peace to his foul. On this, his heart was fo full 
of gratitude and love that he could not help praifing 
God aloud. He cried out, ** I love every body; and 
if my arms were long enough, I could embrace all 
the world!” 

After this, he was under ftrong teiaptations at times, 
and did not retain that degree of joy he at firft felt ; 
but gave way to evil reafonings. He was brought even 
to doubt of his intereft in Chrift; and defired all a- 
round him to pray that God would give him a Clear- 
er evidence of his pardoning love. When my brother 
came to fee him, he afked if he fhéuld fing a hymn; 
he replied, ** A thoufand if you pleafe!”’ He then read 
a hymn himfelf, and went to prayer; in doing which 
he was much refrefhed, and faid, *“* I now believe God 
will hear me!” On Sunday morning his mother afked 
him how he did? He faid, * I have had a good night, 
and am full of joy and love.” 

A little after twelve, he. called his parents to help 
him to praife God, who had in filgh a gracious man- 
ner revealed himfelf to his foul. ** O what thall I do, 
faid ht, to praife him! I am full of tranfport! | wanr 
Betfey and Samuel to help me to praife him.” Bet/ey 
then went to prayer with him. When I came in, he 
faid, “* I wifh you had been here juft.now. I thought 
[was going, and I felt fuch tranfporting joy, that | 
hope I fhall die in the next fainting fit.” 1 faid, do 
you now feel yourfelf happy? ‘ O yes, faid he, my 
heart is all joy, and lave. I feel God all around me: 
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my joy is fo great that it is almoft more than I ¢ap 
» bear!’ I afked, if he thought he was near his end, 
He faid, * Ido not know: I am quite ealy: the wil] 
of the Lord be done: I was never eafier.’’ By this 
time he could hardly fpeak for want of breath ; but 
he feemed to enjoy the filent heaven of love. When 
he was ftruggling for life, I afked him if he was in 
pain. He faid, “* No, all joy! all love!’’? He then de. 
fired to be turned in bed; atter which he faid, “ 0 
come, Lord Jefus! now cut the thread of life, if it be 
thy blefled will!’’ He then faid, “* O what thail I do my 
Saviour to praife!”’ with which words his happy foul 
took wing, and fled away! 

B. C———. 

Bedford, Dec. 9, 1783. 
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LETTER XXXII. 
[From Mr. Francis Gilbert to the Rev. Mr. Weiley.] 


Antigua, May 16, 1763. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 


FTER a moft pleafant paflage, [ arrived here in 
£' five weeks after leaving the Lizard, and in lefs 
than feven from Londen: the Lord gracioufly hearing 
my prayers, in not fuffering us to lie one night in the 
Downs. The firft week or two, | found myfelf remark- 
ably dead, yet was wonderfully preferved in peace, and 
was fenfible of little or no condemnation. But | faw 
plainly that whilft I had great reafon to be thankful, 
I had abundant caufe to be humbled. Afterwards my 
foul began to revive; though I could read, pray, of 
meditate, but littl, through want of fleep; for my 
reft was interrupted every dav by the conf{tant rolling 
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of the thip, a8 fhe went almoft continually before the _ 
" wind. I preached every Sunday, but few of the failors © 
attended ; though the captain and mate conftantly did, 
except once. I frequently went into the fteerage anfong 
the failors, and found great liberty in {peaking to, and 
in praying with, them; but I am forry to fay that I 
left the fhip without any vifible fruit of my weak la- 
bour : yet P mutt acknowledge, we had but little fwear- 





ing. When I came on board, I found the mate feri- 
oufly difpofed, and well-affected to religion, yet he was 
a ftranger to himfelf; but I truft I left him better in- 
formed, and more fenfible of his want of a Saviour. 
I think, the Lord, like an indulgent father, anfwered 


my prayers in every thing, efpecially in rig a 


cabin to pray in every morning and evening : where the 
captain, mate, and all the paflengers conftantly atténded. 
When I landed, I was received with great affection b 
my brothers and fifters. At prefent, I am at my eld 
brother’s, about nine miles from the capital, where I 
have preached feveral times. 1 have found moft liberty 
when I have directed my difcourfe to the whites; be- 
img~at a great lofs how to fpeak to the blacks, fo as 
to be underftood. My youngeft fifter ftill rejoices in 
God ker Saviour, and my brother, and feveral of my 
filters are waiting, | truft, by the way-fide. I have paid 
my refpects to the governor, and informed him of my 
intention of preaching, and that | hoped he would not 
oppofe ms; to which he anfwered, That he would not; 
and trufted that I would be fo prudent as not to med- 
dle with government affairs. He alfo permitted me to 
go to the barracks and fpeak to the foldiers. Indeed, 
the ground feems to be prepared for the feed ; for ma- 
ny are ready to hear, and, I trult, from a better prin- 
ciple than, mere curiofity. My brother has already tak- 
ena howfe for proclaiming the glad tidings of falvati- 
onin. O pray for us, Sir, efpecially for me, a very 
unfit and unworthy inftrument for promoting the glory 
of God. But let the Lord fend by whom he will fend, 
ftruft, I thall ever, whilft upon praying ground, con- 
Hhh 
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tinue to ofier my weak petitions to the Lord, that he 
-may blefs you with every blefling of the new covenant, 
“and with comfort among ae {piritual oe 


lam, Rev. and dese Sir, 


Your unworthy Son in the Gofpel, 


FRANCIS GILBERT. 


LETTER XXXIII. 
f From Mifs J. C. M. to the Rev. J. Wefley.] 


June 22, 1771. 
Reve Sir, 


prefent defire is to love the Lord my God 
with all my heart, mind, foul, and ftrength, 
and my neighbour as myfelf : : though I am alwa jae rea 
more to the ftudy of my firft, rather than my 
table duties. My {tate feems fummed up in thofe sm 
« | have entered into reft ;”’ and that reft feems to Be, 
God abiding with, and dwelling in me, which keeps 
me living 1 in communion with him. My faith feems to 
ftand in Ais wifdom, power, and love; and as he is 
unchangeable, I can expe from him, what his word 
authorifes me to do. I feel there is in me a principle 
of obedience, which caufes me to delight greatly in 
his commandments.. [ am kept from complainings ; 
becaufe the Lord abounds towards me in loving-kind- 
nefs, and tender mercies. My foul rejoices in him, 
and gives thanks for his goodnefs. I feel it a pleafant 
and joyful thing to be thankful. There are feafons 
when my wants are more manifeft than at others; but 
a confcioufnefs that the Lord hath done more exceed- 
ing abundantly above what I could afk or think, en 
sourages me to hope in him for all I want. 
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| thould be thankful to you for an explanation of that 
promife, ‘‘ My Father will love him, and we will come __ 
unto him and make our abode with him.” And alfo” — 
what you fuppofe Mr. De Renty meant by, “ 1 bear in 
me ordinarily an experimental verity, and a plenitude of 
the prefence of the moft holy Trinity, which elevates 
me by a fimple view to God: with that I do all his 
Providence enjoims me.” 

I have been tempted at times, within thefe laft nine 
months to difbelieve every thing relating to eternity. 
I fee from hence how much need we have of revelation. 
Indeed I do not enter into ,deep reafonings on this 
head ; but I want fuch a lively fenfe of the truths I am 
tempted.to queftion, as would prove an entire confuta- 
tion of them. 


Iremain, Rev. Sir, yours, &e. 


J. & M, 


LETTER. XXXIV. 


"From Mrs. M, S. to the Rev. John Welfley.] 


Briftol, October 20, 1771. 


Dear Sir, 


LORY for ever be afcribed to that all-bounteous 

y Lord, who hath fet my feet upon the rock! 1 
know that my beloved is mine, and I am -his! 

Since you left us, my foul has been gradually in- 
creafing in divine light. A temptation not to fpeak of 
what God has done for me was very ftrong; but Jefus 
helped me to conquer: and while | have been teltify- 
ing his love, I have found his witnefs in my beart. But 
notwithitanding this, I feel I am yet fo weak, that I 
fometimes fear fin is going to revive. In thefe mo- 
ments | fly to Jefus, who hides me, which unites me 
clofer to him. 
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But within thefe few days my enjoyment has not 
been fo great, although my peace continues. My dear 
Lord feems to be bringing me to my proper place, 
viz. into the duft; where he permits me to call him 
my God and my All! The poverty and ignorance | 
feel is inexpreflible. I feem as depéndent on him as a 
new-born infant on its tender mother. He has-indeed 
confounded my wifdom, and given me to /ee and feel 
that I have every thing to learn, He is the fpring of 
all my joys, the fource of all my comfort! the foun. 
tain of my blifs! How fuited is he to the wants of fuch 
helplefs worms! | do indeed feel the need of juft fuch 
a one as he is; and it 1s by Jocking to him that I am 
faved. 1 long to be rooted and grounded in his love; 
and believe he will eftablifh and fix my foul on that 
rock which is higher than I. 

Since he has dealt thus bountifully with me, I have 
been much exercifed outwardly. Yet, while it is my 
. heavenly Father’s will, can I repine? No; he gives 
me to offer up my every concern unto hjm, and 
teaches me to fubmit. 

_ I earneftly intreat you, Sir, to pray that he ‘ma’ 
enable me to hold faft my confidence, ftedfaft to the 
end. And though your time is precious, I truft, you 
will {pare a few moments to direct, exhort, and re- 
prove, 

Your entirely unworthy Servant, 


M. Ss. 


LETTER XXXV. 
{From Mr. Erafmus Middleton, to the Rev. Mr. Wefley.] 


Horncaftle, Feb. 27, 1762. 
Rev. Sir, 


Was convinced of fin laft Good Friday, and from 
that day clofely attended all the ordinances of God. 
In the middle of May I found a fenfe of his pardoning 
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love, and continued full of love, till 1 gave way to my 
conftitutienal fin, which caufed me many a forrowful 
hour. But for about three months laft paft, I have © 
found a great deliverance from it. The tenth of laft 
month, I went to hear the preaching, at Autumn in the 
Morning. As 1 drew near to a place where ! ufed to 
ftep and pray, I found an uncommon backwardnels, 
till on a fudden, I was conftrained to cry out vehem- 
ently, “ A clean heart, a clean heart, O God! I can. 
noi reft in any thing fhort of the fulnefs of thy love.” 
And this continued, with many teers, and violent fweats 
to the end of my walk, which was about three quarters 
of a mile. I was obliged to ftay fome time at a diftance 
from the houfe, before I could ftop my cries and tears. 
I thall never forget, how loath I was to leave heaven : 
for it was heaven indeed! No tongue or pen can ex- 
prefs the fweets of the overflowing love of my dear Je- 
{us. It appeared to me as if he held me by the hand, 
and prefented me at the throne of grace to his Father, 
who fmiled upon me, and feemed willing to grant me 
whatever I could afk. I remained all the day full of 
love, though fcarce expecting it to continue, But the 
next day, likewife, I found my foul as it were loft in 
God through Chrift. And fin with all its remains was 
quite gone. Nor had I any temptations for about a fort- 
night. Then Satan told me, I had deceived myfelf: 
but my heart was ftaid upon the Lord, and I am con- 
tinually borne up with that word, Re/i/? the devil and 
he will flee frem you. 

O could 1 but tell you what the Lord has done for 
my foul! He has given me fuch a fight of my unwor- 
thinefs, that 1 appear to myfelf as a crawling infect! I 
feel no will of my own; but am continually crying out, 
* Lord, not mine, but thy will be done!’’ I cannot ex- 
prefs how I thirit after all righteowfmefs: it is my con- 
itant prayer, and my meditation of it is fweet. The devil 
fights ftrongly. But Jefus keeps me at the inexhautfti- 
ble fountain; and I am fo filled with his love, that my 
tayithed foul can hardly help breaking out into ex- 
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ftacy of joy, both when I am in company with our 
jpeople, and whtn at work. But I much want the ad. 
— -wice of thofe that) have more experience. For we are 
young and ignorant in this dark corner, and holinef 
and fanétification is a language little underftood among 
us: fo that when I have {poken any thing, [ have ge. 
nerally met with a repulfe, rather-than encouragement, 
Only one here is earneltly longing for it, and we of. 
ten wreftle with God together. I hope you will beltow 
a line or two upon me, ‘and pray to the Giver of all 
good gifts, to beltow his wifdom upon 


Your unworthy Friend in Chrift, 
ERASMUS MIDDLETON, 
~——— + €€  —— 


Poetry. ) 


On the Death of Mr. Apnison: fuppofed to be written 
in Weftminfter-Abbev. 


FT let me range the gloomy ifles alone, 
(Sad luxury, to vulgar minds unknown) 

Along the walls, where fpeaking marbles fhow, 
What worthies form the hallow’d mould below : 
Proud names, who once the reins of empire held ; 
In arms who triumph’d, or in arts excell’d ; 
Chiefs, grac’d with [cars, and prodigal of blood ; 
Stern patriots, who for facred freedom ftood ; 
Juft men, by whom impartial laws were giv’n ; 
And faints, who taught and led the way to heav’n. 
Ne’er to thefe chambers, where the mighty reft, 
Since their foundation, came a nobler gueft : 
Nor e’er was to the bow’rs of blifs convey’d 
A fairer fpirit, or more welcdme fhace. 
That awful form (which, fo ye heav’ns decree, 
Muff {till be lov’d, and {till deplor’d by me)’ 





In nightly vifions feldom fails to rife; 

Or rous’d by fancy, meets my waking- eyes. 

If bufinefs calls, or crouded courts invite, 

Th’ unblemifh’d ftatefman feems to ftrike my fight : 
If on the ftage I feek to footh my care, 

1 meet his foul, which breathes in Cato there: 

if penfive to the rural fhades I rove, 

His fhape o’ertakes me in the lonely grove : 

‘Twas there of juft and good he reafon’d ftrong ; 
Clear’d fome great truth, or rais’d fome ferious fong ; 
There patience fhew’d us the wife courfe to ftcer ; 
A candid cenfor, and a friend fevere ; 

There taught us how to live (and oh,, too high 

A price fer knowledge!) taught us how to die. 


On the Death of J. C. an Infant. 


O more the flow’ry fcenes of pleafure rife, 
No charming profpects greet the mental eyes, 
No more with joy we view that lovely face, 
Smiling, difportive, flufh’d with ey’ry grace. 
The tear of forrow flows from eV’ry eye, 
Groans anfwer groans, and fighs refpond to fighs 
What fudden pangs fhot through each aching heart, 
When ruthlefs death difpatch’d his mortal dart? 


“ Where flies my James?” (’tis thus I feem to hear 
The parent afk) ‘* iome angel tell me where 
He wings his paflage through the yielding air??? 

Methinks a cherub, bending froin the fkies, 
Obferves the quefltion, and ferene replies, 

** Before his Saviour’s face, your babe appears : 
Prepare to meet him, and difimifs your tears. 

** There, there behold him, like a feraph glow : 
While founds. celeftial in his numbers flow : 
Melodious, while the foul-enchanting {train 
Dwells on his tongue, and fills th’ cthere: 
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Enough—for ever ceafe your murmuring breath ; 
Not as a foe, but friend, converfe with death, 
Since to the parts of happinefs unknown 
Is gone the treafure which you call your own. 


An Oxv Man’s Prarez. 
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ATHER of all, whofe bowels move 
To ev’ry object of thy love, 
‘Regard my Advocate and Friend, 
And blefs me with a peaceful end. 


Weary of life, with guilt oppreft, 
_ I want the pledge of endlefs reft, 
_ © I want thy grace to teftify, 
And then to lay me down and die. 


The pardon grant for which I pray, 
Becaufe I nothing have to pay ; 
Becaufe I a mere finner am, 

And afk the grace in Jefu’s name. 


Ten thoufand talents, Lord, remit, 
Whofe mercies are more infinite, 
* The fins of feventy years forgive, 
And then my fpotlefs foul receive. 


Thou know’ft, 1 wait for this alone, 
Till thou fhalt manifeft thy Son, 
The fulnefs of the Deity ; 
Reveal, in Chrift, thyfelf to me. 


Then, O my God, and Father, then, 
When I have thy falvation feen, 
In peace permitted to depart, 
I foar, and fee thee as thou art! 





